Prepositions Exercise 10 Answer Key

In each space below, write the appropriate preposition.

1.

4.

_On__September7,1892, the first heavyweight championship fight
occurred __in__ whichthe contestants wore padded gloves, with James
J. Corbettknocking outJohn L. Sullivanin the twenty-first round.
__Until _that date, boxers had always fought with bare fists.

__In_1892, during __ thelongelection campaignin Georgia, white
Democrats murdered fifteen blacks and stuffedthe ballot boxes so that
inone city, Augusta, the total vote was twice as large as the number
_of__registered voters.

__In__1895, it had beenthirtyyears __since__the last American war
had ended, and many Americans were anxious for another, including
future President Theodore Roosevelt, who wanted to fight England over
a borderdisagreementin South America. However, the United States
remainedatpeace for  afewmoreyears _until 1898, when
the Spanish-American War began.

__In_ the sameyear, during a two-month stayin Denver, Colorado, a
faith healernamed Francis Schlatter treated two orthree thousand
people daily. Asthey passed by himinsingle file, he silently took each
person’srighthand and prayedsoftly for afewseconds.
__During__the time he visited Denver, he was worshiped by many
people;inotherplaces, hewasput _into _ jailormental
institutions.

_On___ April 19, 1910, Hailley’s Comet flashed on the horizon,

makingitsfirstvisit____in_1759. Many people stayed homewith their
familes, fearingdoomsdayatthe moment when the earth passed
through the comet’s tail. The nextappearance of the comet was
__at__9:30 p.m.Greenwich Meantime, __on February9, 1986.



6. Awakenedsuddenly at_ 2:30 a.m. by the news that Mexico’s
President Huerta had arrested American sailors at Tampico, President
Wilsonissued an ordertoattack Veracruz. Alanding party did so, killing
hundreds of Mexicans. Later _in___ the morning, Wilson sentfor his
chiefusher,shookanangryfist _at him,andorderedthathe was
nevertobe awakenedagain __in__the middle of the night. Noman, he
said, can make a cleardecision when startled out of a calm sleep.

7. On February 14, 1929, fourteen men who belonged to Bugs Moran’s
gang were shottodeath in__awarehouse _on__ ClarkStreet
_in___Chicagoon ordersfrom Al Capone. Thislaterbecame knownas
the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.

8. On October24 of thesameyear, ___in_thestockexchange on the
cornerof Wall and Board Streets _in___ New Yorkcity, stock prices fell
dramatically as people soldin panic. Thiswas the unofficialbeginning of
the Great Depression.

9. OnlJuly 22, 1934, John Dillinger, called “PublicEnemy Number One” for
robbingbanks _in__anumber of states, was shotand killed by Melvin
Purvis of the FBI as Dillinger was leaving the Biograph Theatre at___
2433 NorthLincoln Avenue_in___ Chicago.

10. Years ago, most people traveled great distances _by_trains; now
almosteveryonetravels _on_planes.

11.We wentdowntown _in___ataxi. We got __out__of the taxi at the
Central Library.

12.Thelivingroomisfull _of people. Some are standing, but most of
themaresitting_on___thesofaor_on___ chairs.

13.1 usuallyget _on__the busat Main Streetand _off___iton Broadway.

14.Please take the books _ off thetableand putthem _on theshelf.



15.“Moving pictures” were firstshown _in__ the United States
__on__April 23,1896, at___ KoosterandBial’s MusicHall _in___New
York City. Noone wasexcited _by  the subject matter:amanwalking

hisdog__from one place _to___another,atrainarriving__at_a

station,and a balloonfloating__in__theair. __for__a while,noone

cared.

16.Legal battles____of Thomas Edison, the inventor of motion pictures, and
the moviemakers nearly destroyed interest _in___the new
entertainment medium, and watchingaman and his dog was boring
audiences. Movies were moving _towards _extinction; they badly
needed acreative filmmakerto save them.

17.EdwinS. Porterfilled the bill. He had beenatechnician beforehe came
towork _for___ Edison__in__1899. He beganas a cameraman but
_after___two yearswasdirectorof a production _on__Edison’s film
company. It wasthenthathe beganthesearch _for __anew way of
presentingstoriesonfilm. The resultwas The Great Train Robbery.

18.Although only aten-minutefilm, the Great Train robbery established
filmmaking techniquesthat wouldbe used for _manyyears
afterward. Portercreated the classic Western, with believable heroes
and villains. He moved the cameraaround, cutting back and forth
__between __characters as the action progressed. The story ended
dramatically, with robber George Barnes turning __to__the audience
and shootingstraight_at__ them.

19.Thefilmfirstopened___in_late 1903__at__threelocations__in__New
York City, but __in__afew monthsitwassweepingthe country. Porter
thussingle-handedly transformed the movieindustry from  aweak
medium _to___alivelynewone.

20.Asone can guess fromthe title, the filmis _about __ atrainrobbery.
The actionbegins _at___ atelegraphstation,whereatelegraph
operatoris overcome, tied up, gagged, and leftunconscious __on__the
floorbythe robbers. Theythenget on  atrain, murderthe fireman,



blow open asafe, rob the passengers and shoot one whotriesto
escape. Therobbersthenrush _off thetrain,jump__on__ their
horses, and ride through the mountains with their bags of gold. They
go_to__ alogcabin, where theyare finally shot to death by the sheriff
and his posse. Curiously enough, although the film had no sound, some
people _in___theaudience puttheirfingers_to___theirearswhenthe
robbers and law officers shot theirguns. Infact, the action was so
realisticthataudiences wondered if amanwho had fallen_off __ his
horse survived afterward.

21.Therich oftencompete _ with _one another, and William C. Whitney
(1841- 1904) was no exception. Whitney becamea multimillionaire by
investing __in__many profitable businesses. Not wishingto be
excluded from __ New Yorkcity’s high society, he had toown a house
that was acceptable to__ the “right” people. Therefore, he boughta
brownstone at 871 Fifth Avenue and involved himself __ with__
furnishingitfashionably. He wentona four-yeartourof Europe,
scouringit__for__ furniture, stained-glass windows, and fireplaces
_with_which he and his guests would be comfortable. However, in
addition_to____ gatheringthese furnishings, he did athorough job of
wrecking palaces. Notconcerned about _ the expense, he exported
an entire ballroom __from___ Bordeaux, France. The room was sixty-
three feetlongand forty-fivefeet wide, and it cost $50,000 to import
_to___ 871 FifthAvenue. The five hundred guests who accepted
invitations __to_the coming-out party forthe ballroom drank twelve
hundred bottles of vintage champagne. The guests were most
interested _in____afountain gushing the finest champagne, which
became the trademark of Whitney’s parties. Always an excellent host,
he expanded his facilities_from___these modest beginnings and kepta
staff of servants capable of servingone hundred people onan hour’s
notice. Hisfriends came toexpectsurprises from __ him,and__at__
one of Whitney’s dinners, which cost $20,000, each guest discovered a
precious black pearlinone __of hisor her oysters.

22. Cornelius Vanderbilt, later to become known as “the Commodore”
because _of hissuccessinshipping wasborn__on _ Statenlsland,
New York, on _ May 27, 194. Descended from Dutch farmersliving



__in____thearea___in_ 1630, Vanderbilt wasastubbornyoungman
whowasdedicated _to_ making money fast. He quitschool _at
the age of elevenand wasworking_for___himselfatsixteen. He
started _with___ the purchase of a small boat usingmoney borrowed
from___ hisparentsand provided ferry service __for _passengers
__from__Statenlsland _to____ Manhattan. He quickly excelled __in__
thisbusinessand enlarged his fleet to three schooners. However, he
sold hissailingvessels __in__ 1817 to take advantage __of __ the
opportunity tolearn the steamboat business.

23. For__severalyears,hetookcare _of  anotherman’s steamboat
fleet, but knowing what all rich people instinctively know —one never
makesalot_of moneyworking for someone else —Vanderbilt
decided tostart hisown steamboatbusiness in__ 1829. By 1835, he
was earning $60,000 a year,and _ by 1846 the Commodore wasa
millionaire. Whatwasthereason for _ hissuccess? He had no pity
_for____hiscompetitors. He cut his fares and offered better service, all
of whichresulted _in___ drivingthe competition out of business. Intent
_on___ creatingamonopolyin Americantransportation, he took
advantage of  hisgreatpowerandhisopponents’ weaknesses and
created a network of steamboatlines ___on__the New Yorkand New
Englandseaboard. __At__one point, he owned one hundred vessels.

24. With the discoveryofgold in__ California__in__1849, Vanderbilt
quicklythought of  awayto multiply hisalready tremendous
wealth. He established the Accessory Transit Company __ for _the
purpose _of takingprospectorstoPanama,thenoverlandto the
Pacific, and then to California. His company provided transit to the gold
country __for__ twothousand passengers amonth, who paid himonly
$300 for___ theentire trip, by farthe cheapestrate available. Noone
was capable __of competing__with__him, and soonVanderbilt had
control _of __ thisindustryaswell. The Commodorewas makinga

million dollarsayearand, delighted at  success, boastedin 1853
that his net worth stood at S11 million.

25. In 1860, Vanderbiltlost his fascination _with___ ships, forhe had
decided __on__enteringtherailroadbusiness. In__ search _of a



bargain, he bought controllinginterests __in__two badly managed
railroads and then merged theminto one profitable line. He acquired

the New York Central _in___ spite_of___ effortstostop him,and he
eventually established the first New York- to- Chicago system.

26.At hisdeath _in___ 1877, the eighty-two-year-old Vanderbilt was the
richestman _in__ the United States. Starting__with__nothing, he
had made more than $S100 million. _In___ hiswill, he contributed some
of hisfortune __to  Central University in__ Nashville, Tennessee,
which later changed its name to Vanderbilt University. The majority of
his estate --some $90million-- went__to__ hisson, William Henry
Vanderbilt, who increasedthis nesteggto $194 million _by _thetime

of hisdeathin 1885.



